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LIFE Olivares Vivos
data sheet

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094. Olivares Vivos. 
Towards the design and certification of 
olive groves reconciled with biodiversity.

Name

LIFE Olivares Vivos.Project’s acronym

01/10/2015.Start date

31/05/2021.End date

Spanish Society of Ornithology.
SEO/BirdLife.

Coordinating beneficiary

Regional Government of Jaén.
University of Jaén. Department of 
Animal Biology, Vegetable Biology and 
Ecology
University of Jaén. Department of 
Management, Marketing and Sociology.
Experimental Station of Arid Zones 
of the Superior Council for Scientific 
Research.

Associated beneficiaries

“Patrimonio Comunal Olivarero” 
Foundation
Spanish Olive Oil Interprofessional 
organisation.

Co-financers

2 856 005 euros.Total project budget

1 713 603 euros (60%).Contribution of the EU

The European Commission is not responsible for
any statements or opinions expressed in this publication. 

The support of the European Commission for its production does not
constitute an approval to its contents, that reflect the author’s view only. 

The Commission is not liable for any use that may be made
of the information contained in that publication
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Recovering biodiversity 
in the olive grove and 
turning it into profitability 
for the farmers.

Designing a new model 
of olive growing that 

rescues biodiversity and 
transforms it into profita-

bility. To this end, a cer-
tification seal has been 

designed to integrate bio-
diversity into the income 

statement and to position 
it as a recognized value in 

the market.

AN IDEA
A STRATEGY AND

A BUSINESS
MODEL

Promoted by SEO/Bird-
Life, in partnership with 
the University of Jaén, 
CSIC and the Regional 
Government of Jaen.

AN INITIATIVE

Funded by the
European Commission 

under the 2014 call, 
with the co-financing 

of “Patrimonio Comu-
nal Olivarero” Founda-

tion and the Spanish 
OliveOil Interprofes-
sional organisation.

A LIFE
PROJECT

That restores biodiversity 
in an effective way, does 

not reduce production, 
saves inputs and which is 

demanded by farmers.

A NEW OLIVE 
GROWING

MODEL

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.

Layman’s report

WHAT IS
OLIVARES
VIVOS
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WHY
OLIVE GROVES

Olive groves have a high carbon sequestration 
capacity. Besides, Olivares Vivos agri-environ-
mental measures help double the amount of 
CO2 stored in soils.

to help
fight climate change

1 Olive trees are the most emblematic 
crop in the Mediterranean basin, which 
is the main biodiversity hotspot in Eu-
rope.

2 They provide refuge for biodiversity. The 
studies conducted in the framework of 
Olivares Vivos found hundreds of spe-
cies: 180 bird species, 60 of ants, 200 of 
bees and 750 of plants.

3 Moreover, they have an extraordinary 
potential to recover fauna and flora that 
have disappeared in the last decades

to help
biodiversity

In Europe, according to Eurostat’s data, there 
are about 1.5 million of farms with olive plan-
tations, which represents a turnover of 9,000 
million euros or 129 million of labour wages 
per year. Supporting traditional olive groves 
in Europe is crucial to keep rural areas alive.

to help
keep the rural areas alive
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Olive grove distribution area
in the Mediterranean

Biodiversity Hotspot in the 
Mediterranean  
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Do you think that there is cu-
rrently an economic crisis in 
the olive sector?

Biodiversity and ecosystem servi-
ces loss.

Landscape diversity loss.

Severe soil erosion.

Do you think that there is 
currently an environmental 
crisis in the olive sector?

Yes No N/A
Perception survey in the olive sector on the LIFE 
project Olivares Vivos (2017).

WITH
ENVIRONMENTAL

PROBLEMS

OLIVE
GROWERS ARE 

AWARE
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Loss in profitability.

Multifunctionality loss.

Culture and identity loss.

Risk of depopulation in rural
areas.

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.

Layman’s report

AND WITH 
SOCIAL 

PROBLEMS
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Since it takes into account biodiversity and its ecosystem ser-
vices and integrates them into its business model; it reduces 
inputs and integrates solutions, adding the value of wildlife re-
covery. Besides, it helps fight climate change.

An olive growing model that is 
simple for the farmer and unders-
tandable for the consumer,

In short, farming is guided by common sense, as working with 
nature is more profitable than working against it.

THE OLIVARES
VIVOS MODEL
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1 Manage the
herbaceous cover:
The presence of ground cover between rows or under the 
olive trees requires an adequate management, always 
favouring mechanical clearing instead of herbicides.

2 Restore
non-productive areas:
These areas do not interfere with agricultural duties, ra-
ther they provide many options to improve the olive gro-
ve ecosystem. In this way, roadsides or field boundaries, 
streams, gullies or patches are very interesting areas.

3 Provide shelters for animals:
Simple actions can increase the availability of key re-
sources for wildlife (shelter and water) by installing di-
fferent structures: nestboxes, hunting perches, bee ho-
tels, artificial islets in irrigation ponds, dry-stone walls 
or water troughs.
Having more wildlife in the olive groves makes for a 
healthier agroecosystem.

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.
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THE OLIVARES VIVOS 
ECO-SCHEMES 
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Selection of 40 paired olive groves: 20 
demonstration farms and 20 control farms. 
Initial biodiversity estimation of the farms.

Elaboration and implementation 
of 20 action plans to recover 
biodiversity in the demonstration 
farms.

Development of market studies to establish the 
best marketing and promotion strategy for the 

Olivares Vivos Extra Virgin Olive Oils (EVOO).

Promotion of the olive culture and 
the multifunctionality of the olive 

grove within the Municipalities 
Network for Olivares Vivos.

1

2

WHAT WE
HAVE DONE
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Biodiversity estimation in the 40 
farms again and after implementing 
the action plans in the 20 
demonstration farms.

Elaboration of the certification scheme, 
including the creation and validation of 

the Olivares Vivos regulations.

3

5

Promotion of the 
Olivares Vivos seal and 
impact study on the 
market.

4

Our key:
conservation 
and science

THE SCIENTIFIC
ENDORSEMENT

SEO/BirdLife, a scientific and 
conservationist organisation, 
is the oldest environmen-
tal NGO in Spain. With over 
60 years of continuous ac-
tivity devoted to conserving 
and studying wild birds and 
nature, SEO has also a wide 
experience in dissemination, 
environmental education and 
volunteering programmes.

The Experimental Station for 
Arid Zones is a research cen-
tre CSIC, specialized in eco-
logical problem-solving that 
can bring a great added value 
to society, by balancing the 
rational exploitation of natu-
ral resources and the protec-
tion of the environment.

The University of Jaén is part 
of the project and involves the 
area of Ecology, which has 
an extensive experience in 
works applied to biodiversity 
conservation and restoration. 
Besides, the area of Marke-
ting and Market Research 
also participates to establish 
the best marketing strategy 
for Olivares Vivos Extra Vir-
gin Olive Oils to promote the 
brand and its contribution to 
nature conservation.

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.

Layman’s report
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A JOURNEY THROUGH THE REGION 
OF THE WORLD’S GREATEST OLIVE 
GROVES EXTENSION AND TYPES

Following an experimental design, a total 
of 40 farms were selected, widely dis-
tributed across the Guadalquivir Valley, 
which is the region with the largest area 
devoted to olive cultivation in Andalusia. 
The area encompasses Jaén, Córdoba, 
Sevilla, Granada, Cádiz and Málaga pro-
vinces. To ensure its representativeness, 
the sample included olive groves of very 
diverse typology according to planting pat-
terns, management of herbaceous cover, 
extension and framework of landscape 
complexity. In this way, it has been ensu-
red that the olive farming model proposed 
will achieve the highest demonstration va-
lue and the highest possible replicability.
These 40 paired olive groves were divi-
ded into two groups: demonstration farms 
(where we actually intervened) and con-
trols plots.

Demonstration and control plots were selected and distributed in the 
main edaphoclimatic regions of Andalusia, where olive groves are 
cultivated.
If we were to travel to visit them all, we would travel 1,125 kilometres. 
If we were to take a car trip, spending only one hour in every olive 
grove, we would last 39 hours and 11 minutes. 

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.

Layman’s report

THE SELECTION OF 
DEMONTRATION 

OLIVE GROVES
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328 Point counts

3 280 total census

78 858 RecoRds

480 Point census

3 360 total census

166 666 RecoRds

328 Point census

984 total census

10 318 RecoRds

17 136 Holes analysed

in 204 Bee Hotels

total effoRt:
7 624 census
255 842 records

Birds

Ants

2016/
2017

Herbaceous
plants

During a whole year, the biodiversity 
of the olive grove was quantified in 
the 40 paired farms (20 demonstration 
farms and 20 control farms).
To this end, various bioindicators were 
monitored: birds (used to represent 
vertebrates), pollinators (wild bees),  

ants, herbaceous and woody plants.
All in all, it represents the world’s 
most comprehensive survey conduc-
ted on olive grove biodiversity and on 
which the project Olivares Vivos was 
then based on.

Even though olive groves have lost a 
lot of their biodiversity in the past few 
decades, they still harbour notable 
levels of biodiversity, and perhaps 
most importantly, they have a great 
potential to recover it.
During fieldwork, we have found hun-
dreds of species: 165 of bird species 
belonging to 119 genera (1 out of 4 of 

all Spanish species), 58 of ants (1 out 
of 5 species of the Iberian Peninsula 
and Balearic Islands); 119 of pollina-
tors; 549 of herbaceous plants and 
137 of woody species (approximately, 
17% of the vascular flora of Andalusia 
and 7% of the Iberian Peninsula).

THE MOST 
COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY 
EVER CONDUCTED

One year carrying out the initial biodiversity 
estimation

With outstanding results

INITIAL BIODIVERSITY ESTIMATION:
EFFORT
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5 Olive grove with adequate manage-
ment of the herbaceous cover and 
high landscape diversification has 
a great potential for biodiversity 
recovery, up to 35%.

one quaRteR of tHe to-
tal numBeR of BiRds of 
tHe iBeRian Peninsula

one fiftH of tHe 
ants descRiBed in tHe 
iBeRian Peninsula and 
BaleaRic islands

one fiftH of tHe wild 
Bees located in tHe 
iBeRian Peninsula

17% of tHe vasculaR 
floRa of andalusia

a sPecies new to science, dis-
coveRed in an olive gRove

in cóRdoBa

Linaria qartobensis

1 In this study, Linaria qartobensis 
was the botanical species discove-
red and newly described.

2 In several olive groves, we found a 
species of ant considered extinct 
in Spain since the 1960s, Aphaeno-
gaster gemella.

3 Olive groves host 26 bird species 
included in Annex II of the Birds 
Directive. Two species, the red kite 
and the great bustard are listed as 
“Endangered” in the Andalusian 
red list of threatened species, while 
the rufous-tailed scrub robin or the 
Montagu’s harrier are classified as 
“Vulnerable”.

4 There are relevant differences 
between olive groves in terms 
of biodiversity, depending on the 
ground cover management and 
the gradient of landscape simpli-
fication.

INITIAL BIODIVERSITY ESTIMATION:
DATA ENTRIES

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.

Layman’s report
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2,500 hectares with a 
proper management 

of the ground cover

34,000 m2

with barley

18,578 m2

sown with
herbaceous cover

30
water troughs
11 ponds

18 perches 
for birds of 

prey

WORKING FOR 
BIODIVERSITY 
RECOVERY

20 land stewardship agreements were signed. They included 
20 action plans, adapted for each demonstration olive grove and 
agreed with each land owner.

A new experience that has never been developed so far: voluntee-
ring in agrosystems.
20 volunteer camps took place, with a total of 118 work days and 
an average score of 9.2 out 10.

Local workers were hired during 440 work days spent in all the 
demonstration olive groves

The olive farmers committed to properly manage the herba-
ceous cover, in accordance with the action plans and maintain 
the plantations and infrastructures implemented by the project.

Action plans in the
Olivares Vivos farms

Implementation
Volunteering

Green jobs

Farmers’ commitment



17

32.126
woody plants

446
nestboxes

450 metres of dry-
stone walls

186
bee hotels

75
bat shelters

in 2018, 2019 and 2020, 
seveRal “Hacking” weRe con-
ducted to Release individuals 

of common BaRn-owl (tyto 
alBa), common kestRel (falco 

tinnunculus) and little owl 
(atHene noctua), coming fRom 

wildlife Rescue centRes.
in some of tHe demonstRation 

faRms tHese BiRds fledged 
fRom Hacking and BRed suc-

cessfully duRing tHe following 
yeaRs.

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.

Layman’s report
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total effoRt:
7,624 census
255,842 records

Birds

Ants

Herbaceous
plants

2016/
2017

Birds

Ants

total effoRt:
7,624 census
339,288 records

2019/
2020

328 Point counts

3,280 total census

98,580 RecoRds

480 Point counts

3,360 total census

228,881 RecoRds

328 Point counts

984 total census

10,318 RecoRds

17,136 Holes analysed

in 204 Bee Hotels

Herbaceous
plants

After the restoration 
works, we monitored 
biodiversity again to 

detect changes.
In 2019/2020, three years after esti-
mating the initial biodiversity and im-
plementing the various action plans, 
biodiversity was monitored again in 
the same farms and with the same 
sampling effort.
The impact of the restoration works 
on biodiversity was significant, consi-
dering such a short timeline.

POST OPERATIO-
NAL BIODIVERSITY: 
EFFORT

A 30% increase 
in the number of 

records.
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OLIVE GROVES 
RECONCILED WITH 

BIODIVERSITY

1 In each bioindicator group, more 
than 5 species have been reco-
vered and their abundance have 
increased by 36%, in just 3 years, 
and while the restoration works 
were being carried out.

2 Both the richness and abundance 
of four of the five groups of bioindica-
tors increased.

3 Major increases have been ob-
served in the most degraded olive 
groves due to inadequate farming 
practices. In those cases, species 
richness has increased by a 12.5% 
and abundance, by a 70%. 

4 Biodiversity monitoring data sug-
gest that the farming model Oliva-
res Vivos can increase by 35% the 
number of species, in the medium 
to long term.

BIRDS

Richness: 
Abundance:

+5,4%
+9,8%

ANTS

Richness: 
Abundance:

-6,9%
+4,1%

BEES

Richness: 
Abundance:

+13,9%
+47,2%

HERBACEOUS PLANTS

Richness: 
Abundance:

+13,9%
+13,4%

WOODY PLANTS

Richness: 
Abundance:

+171,80%
+20,0%

Birds Ants Bees Herbaceous
plants

Woody
plants

Evolution of 
species
richness
(in %)

Birds Ants Bees Herbaceous 
plants

Woody
plants

Evolution of 
species
abundance
(in %)

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.

Layman’s report
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1 Market studies were conducted 
in Spain, Germany, Denmark and 
United Kingdom to study the main 
characteristics of the potential 
consumers.

2 A communication strategy was 
designed and tested for Olivares 
Vivos Extra Virgin Oils, through 
3,200 questionnaires to determine 
and implement the best marketing 
strategy..

MAKING EVOO 
MORE PROFITABLE 

Transforming biodiversity 
into an added value profi-
table in the olive oil mar-
ket
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Farmer’s application 
is received, showing 
his interest in the 
certification procedure 
and information on his 
farm is requested.

1

The characterization of 
the farm is performed, 
including an initial zoning 
and a classification into one 
landscape complexity category.

2

3
We deliver a tailored 
offer containing the 
initial biodiversity 
estimation and the 
Restoration Action Plan 
Olivares Vivos (RAP-OV).

4
Initial biodiversity 
estimation.

Olive mills

Olivares
Vivos

5

7

Within an appropriate period (between 
2 to 4 years), biodiversity estimation 

will be requested again. EVOO will be 
labelled “Olivares Vivos” if the specific 

objectives are met. 

8

OLIVE OIL
CERTIFICATION SCHEME
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Farmer

5 Based on the results, 
the objectives for 
biodiversity recovery to 
obtain Olivares Vivos 
certification are set.

6 Both the RAP-OV and the 
indicators of its progress 
(to obtain certification 
“in transition to Olivares 
Vivos”) are elaborated 
together with the farmer.

7 The RAP-OV is implemented 
by an external assistance, 
Olivares Vivos or the farmer 
himself.

9Within an appropriate period (between 
2 to 4 years), biodiversity estimation 

will be requested again. EVOO will be 
labelled “Olivares Vivos” if the specific 

objectives are met. 

10
Regular biodiversity monitoring is 

conducted to detect changes and to keep 
the certification.

The percent of completed restoration 
work is reached, granting the “in 
transition to Olivares Vivos” seal. 
EVOO is labelled.

Scientific support: The results of bio-
diversity recovery and their thresholds 
have been developed by experts and 
endorsed by their publication in re-
cognized journals.

Versatility: The certification can be 
easily adapted to the circumstances 
and characteristics of the farms and 
olive growers.

High cost/benefit ratio: The project 
has succeed to select the most effec-
tive and efficient indicators for mea-
suring biodiversity, which saves cer-
tification costs.

Traceability: The whole process is 
monitored, from field to bottling 
plants, including olive mills. This en-
sures that only Extra Virgin Olive Oils 
produced in the certified farms will be 
labelled “Olivares Vivos”.

Third party validation: The certifica-
tion Olivares Vivos has been reviewed 
and validated by AENOR, a leading en-
tity in certication systems.

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.

Layman’s report

Olivares Vivos 
certification’s

key

The Olivares Vivos certification 
not only ensures best practices, 

but also the real and proven 
recovery of species.
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We have introduced hundreds of chil-
dren to the traditional olive-growing 
culture and the biodiversity values, 
creating various teaching materials 
that highlight their landscape and cul-
tural identity

During a scavenger hunt, children 
have been taken to learn and to play 
in the olive grove. They looked as if 
they turned into bees or birds.

We have included the biodiversity va-
lues into the oleotourism offer, in-
creasing the multifunctionality of the 
olive grove.

RECOVERING
OLIVE CULTURE

The significance of cultu-
ral heritage to promote 
Olivares Vivos values
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255 volunteers of 10 different countries, in 20 work 
camps.

Over 440 labour wages of green jobse.

3,.200 questionnaires sent to consumers of Spain, 
the United Kingdom, Germany and Denmark.

640 olive growers interviewed in 88 Andalusian mu-
nicipalities.

50 lectures in scientific and technical conferences, 
12 information days, 13 articles in science magazi-
nes for the general public and 3 seminars organised 
by Olivares Vivos.

61 municipalities, of four Andalusian provinces, 
within the Municipalities Network for Olivares Vivos, 
led by the Regional Government of Jaén.

Over 3,000 schoolchildren involved in the school 
campaign.

And over 45,000 schoolchildren involved in the 
“School Week of the Oil and its Worlds” carried out 
by the Regional Government of Jaén.

Two editions of the drawing contest “Draw your living 
olive grove”.

Storytelling contest “Stay in your nest”.

“19th Environmental Prize Diputación de Jaén”, dedi-
cated to Olivares Vivos.

Teaching book “Olivares Vivos:
a very close adventure”.

“The secrets of the olive grove” scavenger hunt, 
completed so far by hundreds of children.

Storytelling book including the winners of the con-
test “Stay in your nest”.

Publication of “Good ‘bad’ weeds in the olive groves”.

Guide of knowledge, art and tradition in the traditio-
nal olive grove.

1
2
3
4
5

6

7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.
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WHAT WE HAVE
LEARNT AND ACHIEVED

We have studied biodiversity in the 
olive groves:
Olive groves, as a whole, harbour a rich biodiversity. Even 
though most of them have suffered from biodiversity loss in the 
last decades, they can recover it quite easily.

1

We have designed and scientifically 
verified an olive growing model pro-
ven to be effective:
A farming model that not only recovers biodiversity, but also 
increases profitability in this crop.

2

We have developed a certification 
standard, which links farmers and 
consumers and guarantees nature 
conservation:
Olivares Vivos is the first European agri-food product with a 
certified and scientifically proven contribution to preserving 
nature: biodiversity certified from farm to fork.

3

We have designed a marketing stra-
tegy
To raise awareness among European consumers on the achie-
vements of Olivares Vivos and the meaning of the seal. Our 
marketing strategy aimed at improving the product’s position 
on the market and increasing farmer’s profitability.

4

We have forged a new path to foster 
the olive growing culture and its func-
tionality, using its natural capital
Several activities were successfully carried out all over An-
dalusia, comprising the school campaign, scavenger hunts, 
contests, field visits to farmers, interpretative routes and expe-
riences of oleotourism. Biodiversity and natural capital now re-
present the main values for the promotion of the olive culture.

5
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ndvi in tHe demonstRation oli-
ve gRove “coRtijo de guadiana” 

and suRRounding faRms (aPRil 
2019). ReddeR colouR means 

an incReased gRound coveR

BefoRe and afteR tHe cons-
tRucion of a Pond in tHe faRm 

“viRgen de los milagRos” 
(2017/2020)

BefoRe and afteR tHe cons-
tRuction of a Pond in tHe 

faRm “coRtijo de guadiana” 
(2017/2020)

AN OLIVE GROWING 
MODEL THAT

WORKS

It brings biodiversity 
back:
An increase between 7 and 12% in the num-
ber of species of flora y fauna, with 40% 
average increase in abundance, in 3 years 
only.

Without any negative 
impact on farm 
productivity:
None of the demonstration olive groves 
has experienced a decrease in producti-
vity after implementing the Olivares Vivos 
farming model.

And increases
profitability:
The demonstration farms Olivares Vivos 
have reduced the use of agrochemicals 
by 22% on average, in a period of 5 years.
In addition, the oil obtained from them 
is more valuable as it has an added va-
lue that consumers appreciate and that 
allows its differentiation in the market.
Finally, these olive groves will increase 
their heritage value due to better soils 
with minimised erosion. Moreover, they 
will better comply with the requirements 
needed for a Greening payment from the 
CAP.

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.

Layman’s report
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AND HOW WE HAVE 
CONTRIBUTED TO 
EUROPEAN STRATEGIES

ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION
+ Green infrastructure and increased ecological 
connectivity.
+ Carbon sequestration.
+ 7-12% in species richness, in 3 years only. 35% to
medium term.
+ 40% in abundance, in 3 years only.

POLLINATORS
+ 13% in bee species.
+ 47% in bee abundance.
+ 260% in farms with the worse environmental 
conditions.

AGROCHEMICALS
No use in demonstration olive groves.

AGRICULTURAL LANDSCAPE DIVERSIFICATION
The new farms that will replicate the model will 
include elements of landscape diversity, through the 
implementation of the action plans.

REDUCING FERTILIZERS AND PESTICIDS
Herbaceous cover reduces nutrients loss and helps 
fixing atmospheric nitrogen, thereby reducing the use 
of fertilizers. In the demonstration farms, their use has 
been reduced by a 20% in 4 years.

ENCOURAGING ORGANIC FARMING
- Best practices in soil and ground cover management.
- Olivares Vivos is a gateway for organic
farming (+ 33% of conversion among demonstration 
farms).E
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New strategy on 
adaptation to climate 
change

Certified olive groves implement a proper management 
of the herbaceous cover and double the amount of 
carbon sequestered, compared to those with a bare 
soil11.

1Chamizo, S., Serrano-Ortiz, P., López-Ballesteros, A., Sánchez-Cañete, E. P., Vicente-
Vicente, J. L., Kowalski, A. S. (2017). Net ecosystem CO2 exchange in an irrigated olive 

orchard of SE Spain: Influence of weed cover. Agriculture, Ecosystems & Environment, 
239, 51-64.

Improving knowledge of pollinator decline, its causes and 
consequences.
- Solitary bees were used as one of the bioindicators to 
estimate biodiversity in the olive grove.
- A specific monitoring will be conducted in every farm 
that starts the certification procedure.

Tackling the causes of pollinator decline.
- Habitats have been improved in agricultural lands and 
in their surrounding areas.
- The use of pesticides and its impact have been reduced.

Raising awareness, engaging society-at-large and 
promoting collaboration.
- Companies and citizens were encouraged to get 
involved in seeking solution.

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.
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EU pollinator
initiative
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The LIFE project Olivares Vivos has become a proving ground 
for the new CAP, showing that:

A high number of olive farmers are willing to change their 
production system.4
The implementation of training programmes is needed
to support them during this transition.5
Biodiversity recovery works in small farms. To this end, 
it is particularly important to address some concept 
definition, such as “genuine farmer”.

6
Landscape elements: it would be desirable to improve 
the support from EAFRD, with specific measures for the 
restoration of non productive areas in these farms.

7
Rural development programmes have to promote 
conservation strategies based on added value.8

It is possible to design eco-schemes to be effective, 
feasible and easily assessable.2

Olive grove is key in achieving the objectives of the new 
post-2020 CAP.1

Two key questions to set up the eco-schemes:

Keeping a functional herbaceous cover from an 
agronomic viewpoint.
The restoration and conservation of non productive 
areas of the olive grove.

3

AND HOW WE HAVE 
CONTRIBUTED TO 
EUROPEAN STRATEGIES
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The different works achieved by Olivares Vivos are in line with 
the objective of the European strategy “Farm to fork”

Ensure a sustainable food production.3
Stimulate sustainable food processing, wholesale, retail, 
hospitality and food services.5

7 Promote sustainable food consumption, facilitating the 
shift [...] towards healthy, sustainable diets.

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.

Layman’s report
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With the post-LIFE plan of Oliva-
res Vivos (LIFE14NAT/ES/001094)

With the NEW LIFE Olivares Vivos+ 
(LIFE20 NAT/ES/001487)

1 Continue recovering biodi-
versity:
According to the post-operational study, on 
average and in demonstration olive groves, in 
3 years only, the project has resulted in a re-
covery of 7%-12% of the species usually pre-
sent in olive grove, and 40% average increase 
the abundance of flora and fauna.
Imagine what could be done in the whole Me-
diterranean basin and how much we would 
learn on its biodiversity.

2 Curb climate change:
Olive trees already fix carbon dioxide, remo-
ving it from the atmosphere, but the olive gro-
ves Olivares Vivos sequester twice this gas 
than those with bare soil.
Imagine what the 5.37 million hectares of olive 
grove in Europe can become.

3 Support traditional olive 
groves:
In the last decade, the environmental crisis 
in traditional olive growing has been accom-
panied by another economic crisis, which has 
even led to the abandonment of the farms with 
lower yields.
The Olivares Vivos model reduces farms’ expen-
ses and increases their possibilities of differen-
tiation, giving them an opportunity to continue 
their activity.

OUR NEXT
OBJECTIVE

Accelerating the replication of 
our farming model in other olive 
growing regions of Spain, Italy, 
Greece, Portugal and to transfer it 
to other crops.
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Portugal:
352,000 hectares.

Extremadura:
195,000 hectares.

Castilla-La Mancha and
Community of Madrid:
400,204 hectares.

Andalusia:
1,538,000 hectares.

Catalonia and
Valencian Community:
119,000 hectares.

Italy:
1,230,000 hectares.

Greece:
1,125,000 hectares.

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.

Layman’s report
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* Until September 1,
2021.

Through conferences, informa-
tion days or field visits to coo-
peratives, olive mills and farms. 
Just like the activities we ca-
rried out in the last five years, in 
which hundreds of olive farmers 
have participated.
And through the media and so-
cial networks.

OLIVARES VIVOS
IMPACT PER

YEAR IN THE MEDIA 

SPREADING
THIS NEW OLIVE
FARMING MODEL
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Just like the olive farmers who 
took part in the LIFE Olivares Vivos: 
they are the true protagonists and 
they have left us 20 unforgettable 

experiences of commitment, 
enthusiasm and conviction.

LIFE14 NAT/ES/001094
Olivares Vivos.

Layman’s report

HAND IN HAND WITH 
EUROPEAN OLIVE 
FARMERS
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