
Relative Increase in species Richness: overall (below) and by management type (right)

Through the large scale evaluation of animal and flora biodiversity in Andalusian olive groves. Three levels of intensification of the ground herb cover: intensive (bare  soils), 
low intensive (herb-covered soils) and herb-covered soils under organic farming, across three levels of landscape complexity based on seminatural habitat cover (SNWH)

How did OLIVARES VIVOS demonstrate biodiversity and ecosystems service recovery by application of its eco-scheme? 

Evaluating biodiversity before application of the eco-scheme of OOVV in demonstrative olive groves… 

… and comparing values with biodiversity numbers after 3 years of application of the eco-scheme to produce recovery indices for 
several group of organisms, showing evidence of short-term enhancement.

Two paired olive groves in each locality: 
one demonstrative and one control

Short-term recovery of biodiversity in olive groves of Andalusia (southern 
Spain) subjected to restoration plans and wildlife-friendly agricultural practices

Aim: We assessed to what extent the changes provoked by the biodiversity-friendly agricultural practices and the implementation of 
restoration plans (the eco-scheme of Olivares Vivos model, OOVV, for olive growing) render short-term enhancement of biodiversity in 
20 demonstrative olive farms of Andalusia (Spain), and if such recovery depends on the original level of agricultural intensification
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Take home  messages
Olive grove landscapes still host a notable 

amount of the biodiversity of the 
Mediterranean region but it largely varies 
across sites due to the variable levels of 

landscape simplification and intensification 
of agriculture practices.

We demonstrated a short-term recovery in 
overall biodiversity and in some specific 
groups. Recovery was especially notable 
where more needed, i.e., in the originally 

more intensively managed farms.

Simple eco-schemes like OLIVARES VIVOS 
model work for short-term biodiversity 

recovery at farm and landscape scales. This 
eco-scheme is in line with the agri-

environmental policies of European Union 
and other countries, and it is directly 

transferable to the EU-CAP (2023-2030).

ECO-SCHEME OF OLIVARES VIVOS: 
three main type of actions

Sustainable 
management of 

herbaceous cover
Restoration of non-
productive areas of 

the farms
Structures to support 

fauna

BEFORE OOVV AFTER OOVV

Biodiversity recovery after the application of the eco-scheme of OOVV

Relative Increase in abundance: overall (below) and by management type (right)

Preoperational Biodiversity monitoring
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> 10,000 censuses, more than 300,000 records analyzed

https://olivaresvivos.com/

Olive farm localities
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