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Olivares Vivos: the only agricultural model 
that guarantees the recovery of biodiversity.

OLIVE FARMS AT ONE WITH NATURE

BASED ON THE MOST IMPORTANT 
SCIENTIFIC STUDY IN THE WHOLE WORLD 
ON THE BIODIVERSITY OF OLIVE GROVES



Olivares Vivos is an agricultural model that, since 2015, has 
been working to reconcile olive groves with their biodiversity, 
certify the recovery of flora and fauna on farms, and differen-
tiate the EVOOs produced in them through a seal.

Scientific studies have shown that Olivares Vivos restores 
biodiversity without affecting agricultural production. It also 
improves farm profitability by reducing input dependency and 
adding value to the olive oil through the recovery of 
biodiversity in olive groves.
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THE MODEL IS
BASED ON THREE PILLARS

- SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF
  
- REVEGETATION OF UNPRODUCTIVE AREAS
- INSTALLATION OF SUPPORT ELEMENTS
  FOR WILDLIFE 

HERBACEOUS COVER



Olivares Vivos: el único modelo de agricultura 
que garantiza la recuperación de biodiversidad.

OLIVARES RECONCILIADOS CON LA VIDA

basado en el estudio científico 
más importante en todo el mundo
sobre la biodiversidad del olivar



TWO LIFE PROJECTS

Biodiversity was studied in 20 demonstration
olive groves and 20 control farms.

-

The Olivares Vivos model was launched.-

Three years later, biodiversity was measured again, 
confirming an increase in the farms.

-

To study the market strategy, the first EVOOs produced in the project’s
demonstration olive groves were put on sale, bearing the Olivares Vivos seal.

-

Based on the scientific results, the Olivares Vivos certification standard was drafted.-

LIFE OliVARES VIVOS 2016-2021



LIFE OliVARES VIVOS+ 2021-2026

Olivares Vivos is being transferred to other crops 
such as almonds, as well as vineyards and herba-
ceous crops, through the Secanos Vivos project.

- The dissemination of the model is accelerating 
across the main olive-growing regions of Spain, 
Italy, Greece and Portugal, and is being studied 
under climate change scenarios

- The model is being extended to other olive 
products, such as table olives.

-



WHY DID WE 
START WITH 
OLIVE GROVES?



IT IS A KEY CROP
FOR BIODIVERSITY 
The olive grove is a millennia-old crop that plays a crucial role 
in the conservation of our natural heritage and the mainte-
nance of ecological networks in the most important region 
for Europe’s biodiversity: the Mediterranean basin.

FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES
Because it has enormous socio-economic significance.
The olive grove shapes much of the social and cultural fabric 
on both sides of the Mediterranean.

BECAUSE IT FACES ENVIRONMENTAL
AND PROFITABILITY CHALLENGES 
Agricultural intensification has caused a loss of biodiversi-
ty and a decline in the profitability of traditional olive 
groves. The pursuit of maximum yield at all costs, the degra-
dation of ecosystem services, and competition with more 
modern and productive (but less biodiverse) olive farms are 
putting most olive groves—and their farmers—under severe 
pressure.
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The model is built upon the solid scientific foundation provided by the scientific and tech-
nical institutions that are part of Olivares Vivos. The research conducted so far has been so 
thorough that a new plant species, Linaria qartobensis, was discovered in one of the 
demonstration olive groves.
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FIVE KEY FACTS ABOUT THE
BIODIVERSITY OF EUROPEAN OLIVE GROVES

Over 330,000 records have been collected, identifying more than 1,600 taxa from 990 genera 
and 279 families, including birds, pollinators, bats, ants, spiders, and plants.

Biodiversity increases from east to west across the Mediterranean basin, peaking in the 
Iberian Peninsula.

Species vary by region, enriching the overall diversity of Mediterranean olive groves and 
reflecting their ecological differences.

Olive groves in semi-arid areas have shown the highest levels of biodiversity—when herba-
ceous cover is properly managed and they are part of a complex landscape.

At the continental scale, the ongoing removal of ground cover and intensive pesticide use 
are leading to habitat loss and a sharp decline in biodiversity.

-

-

-

-

-



THE MOST 
IMPORTANT STUDY 

CARRIED OUT 
WORLDWIDE ON

THE BIODIVERSITY
OF OLIVE GROVES 



QUANTIFIED
AND EFFECTIVE 
BIODIVERSITY 
RECOVERY



AFTER THE FIRST PHASE OF THE PROJECT, THREE 
YEARS AFTER THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
OLIVARES VIVOS MODEL, IT WAS FOUND THAT:

PROVEN AND SCIENTIFICALLY
MEASURED RESULTS

In the demonstration olive groves of Andalusia, the 
species richness of the studied bioindicator groups 
increased by. between 7% and 12% compared to the 
control groves, and their abundance (total number of 
individuals) increased by around 40%. In four out of the 
five groups analysed, both richness and abundance 
increased.

-

The greatest increases were recorded in olive groves 
with the poorest initial environmental conditions: 
species richness increased by 12.5% and abundance by 
70%, demonstrating strong recovery potential.

-

With the Olivares Vivos model, in the medium term 
and according to predictive models, it would be 
possible to increase the number of species by an 
additional 35%.

-
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Understanding how society values biodiversity is key to transforming the agri-food model and 
strengthening Olivares Vivos. For this reason, the University of Jaén has carried out the most 
comprehensive international study on the behaviour of pro-environmental olive oil con-
sumers. This unprecedented research, conducted in 10 countries across 3 continents, included 
over 8,400 surveys and 30 focus groups with consumers of different profiles. The study made it 
possible to clearly define the profile of pro-environmental consumers and to segment the 
market based on their motivations, level of knowledge, and preferences.

WHAT DO CONSUMERS
THINK ABOUT BIODIVERSITY?

Biodiversity ranks among the top six environmental concerns for consumers. Although overall 
awareness is not very high, the term “biodiversity” evokes stronger associations than words 
like “organic” or “ecological”.

Biodiversity has not only environmental value, but also market value. There are market 
segments that see biodiversity as a buying motivation and would be willing to pay more for 
products from olive groves that promote life—clearly an opportunity for differentiation.

Health and the environment are core consumption values. Other factors like quality, origin, 
and the natural character of the product are also important. However, there are barriers that 
prevent greater concern for the environment from translating into purchasing behaviour. 
These include lack of information, distrust in certifications, low product availability at points of 
sale, product perception, and price.

-

-

-

THREE KEY TAKEAWAYS:
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THE MOST 
COMPREHENSIVE 
STUDY ON THE 
PRO-ENVIRONMENTAL 
OLIVE OIL CONSUMER



BIODIVERSITY
RESTORED,
COOKED,
TASTED, AND
CELEBRATED



IN OLIVARES VIVOS, WILD EDIBLE PLANTS AND 
AROMATIC HERBS GROW—PLANTS THAT HAD 
BEEN FORGOTTEN BUT ARE NOW MAKING A 
COMEBACK THANKS TO CHEFS COMMITTED TO 
SUSTAINABILITY.

A TASTE FOR
BIODIVERSITY

The Olivares Vivos initiative brings together agricultu-
re, science, and gastronomy. A space where chefs, 
producers, herbalists, and food lovers rediscover the 
culinary value of olive groves that nurture life.

This project celebrates a new way of understanding 
olive groves: not only as a landscape and the origin of 
olive oil, but also as a living gastronomic territory. A 
natural heritage that also fuels culinary innovation.

Each gathering is an opportunity to share knowledge, 
taste new products, and build fresh alliances between 
the land, science, and the kitchen. Because biodiversi-
ty can also be tasted. And it has a unique flavour.
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A SEAL THAT CERTIFIES NOT JUST 
GOOD PRACTICES, BUT PROVEN, 
EFFECTIVE RESULTS

To distinguish oils from farms that apply the Olivares Vivos model and have successfully 
restored biodiversity, a certification and a seal have been created—easily recognisable by 
consumers.
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A UNIQUE CERTIFICATION IN EUROPE,
BECAUSE IT GUARANTEES:
-

-

-

That the flora and fauna present in the olive grove at the beginning have been 
measured, using the indicators set out in the Certification Regulation.

That an Action Plan has been implemented, developed by experts and tailored 
to that specific farm, with the aim of restoring biodiversity.

And that, finally, a second biodiversity survey has been carried out, confirming 
an increase in the olive grove’s biodiversity—at least the minimum required by 
the Certification Regulation. These measurements are repeated periodically.



FREQUENTLY ASKS QUESTIONS



HOW DOES OLIVARES VIVOS 
RESTORE BIODIVERSITY?
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An initial assessment of the farm’s biodiversity is 
carried out, measuring a series of indicators at 
specific times of the year.

An Action Plan to restore biodiversity is developed 
and implemented. It is based on three pillars:

1. Proper management of herbaceous cover.
2. Restoration of unproductive areas.
3. Installation of elements that support wildlife. 

After a certain period, biodiversity is measured again, 
in the same way as at the beginning, to verify that the 
increase required by the certification regulation has 
been achieved.

Biodiversity continues to be monitored periodically to 
ensure that actions are maintained and that flora and 
fauna are preserved or continue to recover.

-

-

-

-



WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS FOR FARMERS?
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Most importantly, it adds market value through the effective recovery of biodiver-
sity in EVOO, via its distinctive certification seal. Studies carried out in various 
European countries by the Marketing Department at the University of Jaén have 
shown that consumers are committed and interested in purchasing products 
that help restore flora and fauna.

It increases the patrimonial value of the farm and aligns the olive grove with envi-
ronmental requirements under agricultural policies.

Ecosystem services are restored (e.g. more fertile soil, greater water retention, 
reduced erosion, or better natural pest control), reducing the need for fertilizers 
and pesticides.

Working with nature is more profitable for farmers, since restoring natural richness 
allows flora and fauna to work in favour of both the olive grove and the grower.

THE OLIVARES VIVOS MODEL DOES NOT AFFECT PRODUCTION
NEGATIVELY—IT IMPROVES FARM PROFITABILITY

-

-

-



WHAT HAS OLIVARES VIVOS ACHIEVED?
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2013

2014
2015

2016

THE IDEA 
Restore olive 
grove biodiver-
sity and turn it 
into profitabili-
ty for farmers.

STRATEGY 
AND BUSINESS 
MODEL

A model of olive 
growing that 
recovers 
biodiversity and 
transforms it 
into profitability.

INITIATIVE

Promoted by 
SEO/BirdLife, 
the University 
of Jaén, CSIC, 
and the 
Provincial 
Council of Jaén.

LIFE 
OLIVARES 
VIVOS

Selection of 
demonstration 
and control olive 
groves. 

Start of the first 
biodiversity 
study. 

REMOV

Foundation of 
the Network of 
Municipalities 
for Olivares 
Vivos.

Start of 
biodiversity 
restoration work.

2017

Completion of 
the initial 
biodiversity 
analysis.

Discovery of a 
new species: 
Linaria
qartobensis.

SCHOOL 
CAMPAIGN

2018



25

2021

Biodiversity 
recovery results.

Certification 
regulation 

LIFE Olivares 
Vivos concludes.

LIFE OLIVARES 
VIVOS+

2022

MORE OLIVE 
GROVES

New regions. 
New farms.
New olive oils.

MORE 
PROJECTS

Secanos Vivos 
and Cooperative 
projects begin.

MARKETING

Marketing 
studies 
conducted in 
European 
countries.

Biodiversity 
surveys 
completed.

2020

Completion of 
restoration 
work.

Biodiversity 
monitoring 
resumes.

Olive oils begin 
to be marketed 
with the seal.

2019
2023

CERTIFICATION

We launch the 
Olivares Vivos 
certification.

2024

More data on 
European olive 
groves and 
markets.

Olivares Vivos 
training begins.

We start 
working in 
almond 
orchards.
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HOW IS OLIVARES VIVOS DIFFERENT FROM 
OTHER MANAGEMENT MODELS?

The Olivares Vivos model does not pursue the same objectives as 
other farming systems or certifications. Its ultimate goal is the 
effective recovery of biodiversity. Other management models 
that restrict or prohibit the use of certain fertilizers or pesticides 
may increase biodiversity as a side effect—but this is neither 
their main objective nor something they measure.

Moreover, while other certifications are based on good practices, 
Olivares Vivos requires results. In the olive groves where EVOOs 
bearing the Olivares Vivos seal are produced, actions must have 
been taken to restore biodiversity—and that recovery must be 
measured and quantified.

However, other certifications are fully compatible with Olivares 
Vivos, making it possible to combine and benefit from the 
different added values that each one provides.
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WHAT IS THE COMMERCIAL
POTENTIAL OF OLIVARES VIVOS?

Throughout the development of Olivares Vivos, the impact of 
the added value of biodiversity recovery on the market has been 
studied in eight European countries (Germany, Denmark, the 
United Kingdom, Spain, France, Greece, Portugal, and Italy), as 
well as in the United States and Japan.
According to this analysis, biodiversity is perceived by consu-
mers as a value that increases profitability for both farmers and 
sellers. In fact, most consumers prefer products that respect the 
environment and will choose them, even if it means paying a 
higher price.

The Olivares Vivos seal was created based on a certification 
standard, and it is easily recognisable by consumers. It helps 
improve product positioning in the market for oils produced in 
groves where biodiversity is being restored.



WHAT DOES IT MEAN WHEN AN OIL 
BEARS THE OLIVARES VIVOS SEAL?

It means that the oil was produced in an olive grove where biodiversity has been restored 
in a real, measurable, and certified way. It’s not just a promise: it’s the result of a process 
grounded in science, field evaluations, and technical monitoring. In addition, the quality of 
the product is guaranteed.

There are two seals, “In transition to Olivares Vivos”, which identifies oils from farms 
where the biodiversity recovery plan has already been implemented and verified; and
“Olivares Vivos”, which distinguishes EVOOs from farms that have scientifically proven 
actual biodiversity recovery. Measurements were taken before and after, and the results 
exceeded the minimum thresholds established in the certification regulation.

WHAT QUALITY GUARANTEES DOES 
THE OLIVARES VIVOS SEAL OFFER?

Olivares Vivos only certifies Extra Virgin Olive Oil (EVOO) and guarantees full product 
traceability, from the field to the market.
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WHAT ARE THE MAIN STEPS A 
FARMER MUST TAKE TO BECOME 
OLIVARES VIVOS CERTIFIED?

When a producer wants to obtain Olivares Vivos certification, they must begin by sending 
us the characteristics of their farm for a preliminary analysis. Based on this information, a 
cost estimate is prepared covering the entire certification process, including biodiversity 
measurements, creation of the Biodiversity Recovery Action Plan (PARB-OV), and certi-
fication of the olive grove itself. If the producer accepts the quote, the Olivares Vivos tech-
nical team will evaluate the biodiversity of the olive grove and create the PARB-OV.

Once most of the actions in the PARB-OV have been implemented, the producer should 
contact Olivares Vivos to report progress and request an evaluation. If the actions have 
been properly carried out, the olive oil produced on that farm may carry the seal “In transi-
tion to Olivares Vivos.”

After a certain period, depending on the initial state of the olive grove, biodiversity will be 
reassessed. If the recovery targets have been met, the EVOO from that grove may carry the 
“Olivares Vivos” seal, which certifies that flora and fauna have improved on the farm. Fina-
lly, to maintain the seal in future harvests, it will be necessary to continue conserving 
biodiversity over time.
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DOES RESTORING BIODIVERSITY
MEAN LOWER PRODUCTION?

No. The Olivares Vivos model does not negatively impact olive 
grove production.

All the actions in the model are carried out in non-productive 
areas (field margins, ravines, rivers or streams, paths, roadsides...), 
so they do not reduce cultivated surface area or affect the 
quantity of olives produced by the trees.

The only exception is herbaceous cover management, which 
does take place within the cultivated area. However, if done 
correctly, it not only avoids reducing production but also provi-
des significant agronomic benefits: it improves soil structure, 
retains moisture, encourages pollination, reduces erosion, and 
helps with natural pest control.

Additionally, restoring biodiversity helps reduce costs and impro-
ves agroecosystem health. According to consultants specialized 
in agricultural economics, the Olivares Vivos model is the most 
cost-effective option in the medium and long term for both 
traditional and even intensive olive groves, as it does not affect 
productivity, reduces input costs, and—most importantly—adds 
value in the marketplace.
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Olivares Vivos offers every farmer practical, accessible, and free 
resources to help restore biodiversity on their farm. On our websi-
te, among other documents, you can find:

- Guides and technical documents with clear explanations on 
how to manage herbaceous cover, restore unproductive areas, 
or install elements that support wildlife.
- Outreach materials to help apply the model step by step.
- A complete free online training programme, available on the 
Olivares Vivos website, including videos, downloadable resour-
ces, and open access for farmers and the general public.

Thanks to this training, any farmer can apply the Olivares Vivos 
model, improving biodiversity on their farm in a simple and effec-
tive way.

Restoring biodiversity is possible—it's within your reach.
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WHAT TOOLS DOES OLIVARES VIVOS OFFER
TO HELP RESTORE BIODIVERSITY?





WHICH ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS 
ARE BEHIND OLIVARES VIVOS?

LIFE Olivares Vivos+ is being developed by SEO/BirdLife (coordi-
nating partner), the Provincial Council of Jaén, the University of 
Jaén, the Experimental Station of Arid Zones of the Spanish 
National Research Council (CSIC), the University of Évora (Portu-
gal), the agricultural and forestry cooperative DREAM Italia 
(Italy), the Helena Agricultural Organization (Greece), and Juan 
Vilar Consultants.

It is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Commis-
sion and co-financed by the Provincial Council of Jaén and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Sustainable Development 
of the Regional Government of Andalusia.

It also has the support of the Spanish Olive Oil Interprofessional, 
the Regional Government of Castilla-La Mancha, and Caja Rural 
de Jaén.
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We are at:
CTSA-1, Local 1.1
C/ Sierra Morena s/n
Geolit-Diputación de Jaén
Parque Científico y Tecnológico del Olivar
23620 Mengíbar, Jaén

CONTACT

Olivares Vivos
www.olivaresvivos.com
olivaresvivos@seo.org
953 373 160

Certification
www.olivaresvivos.com/certificado
certificado@olivaresvivos.com





visit us

is possible

thanks to its

partners and funders

olivaresvivos.com


